A N C O N A

to me in such immoderate terms. Your Holiness is perfectly
free either to keep my minister at Rome, or to dismiss him.
The occupation of Ancona is an immediate and necessary
consequence of the military incompetence of the Holy See.
It was better for Your Holiness to see that fortress in my
hands than in those of the Turks or English. Your Holiness
complains that, since your return from Paris, you have had
nothing but disappointments. The reason is that all those
who used to call themselves my friends, only because they
feared my power, have since then taken heart from the
strength of the coalition, and changed their tune: thus,
since Your Holiness returned to Rome, I have met with
nothing but refusal on your part, whatever the occasion;
and this even in matters of the first importance for religion,
as, for instance, the question of preventing a revival of
Protestantism in France. I have always considered myself
the protector of the Holy See; and it was in this capacity
that I occupied Ancona. I have always considered myself,
like my Valois and Bourbon predecessors, as the eldest
son of the Church, and as the sole bearer of the sword with
which to protect it, and to put it beyond danger of defilement
by Greeks and Moslems. I shall continue to protect it,
whatever the mistakes, ingratitude, and ill-will of the
men whom these last three months have unmasked.
They thought I was done for; but, by the success with
which he favoured my arms, God has signally demonstrated
his protection of my cause. So long as your Holiness
consults the true friends of religion, and your own heart,
I shall be your friend. I repeat; if Your Holiness wishes to
dismiss my minister, you are free to do so; and free to
summon, if you prefer them, the English, and the Caliph
of Constantinople. Only, as I do not wish to expose Cardinal
Fesch to such affronts, I shall send a layman in his place.
Besides, Cardinal Consalvi shows him so much dislike,
that he has never met with anything but rebuffs, whilst
every favour has gone to my enemies. Yet, God knows, I
have done more for religion than any other prince alive.
Hereby I pray God, Most Holy Father, to preserve you